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planet of which he had been so long the monarch, than his
bulk shrank and his strength lessened, and he assumed a hu-
mility of form and aspect at once in keeping with his reduced
circumstances, and compatible with the general welfare. But
though the reason of the reduction appears obvious, I know
not that it can be referred to any other cause than si}nply the
will of the All-Wise Creator.

There hangs a mystery greatly mote profound over the
fact of the degradation than over that of the reduction and
diminution of classes. We can assign what at least seems
to be a sufficient reason why, when reptiles formed as a class
the highest representatives of the vertebrata, they should be
of imposing bulk and strength, and altogether worthy of that
post of precedence which they then occupied among the ani-
mals. We can also assign a reason for the strange reduction
which took place among them in strength and bulk imme-
diately on their removal from the first to the second place.
But why not only reduction, but also degradation? Why, as
division started up in advance of division,— first the reptiles
in front of the fishes, then the quadrupedal mammals iu front
of the reptiles, and, last of all, man in front of the gnadru-
pedal mammals, — should the supplanted classes, — two of
them at least,— fishes and reptiles, — for there seem to have
been noadditions made to the mammals since man entered upon
the scene,— why should they have become the receptacles of
ordersand families of a degraded character, which had no place
among them in their monarchical state? The fishes removed
beyond all analogy with the higher vertebrata, by their homo-
cercal tails, — the fishes (Acanthopterygii and Sub-brachiali)
with their four limbs slung in a belt round their necks, — the
flat fishes, (Pleuronectide,) that, in addition to this deformity,
are so twisted to a side, that whi.e the one eye occupies a single
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