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cular wavelets of life, that sank at each stage as they widened,

till at length, at the circumference of the area, they wholly
ceased. Now we find it argued by Professor Edward Forbes,

that "since man's appearance, certain geological areas, both

of land and water, have been formed, presenting such physi
cal conditions as to entitle us to expect within their bounds

one, or in some instances more than one, centre of creation,

or point of maximum of a zoological or botanical province.

But a critical examination renders evident," the Professor

adds, "that instead of showing distinct foci of creation, they

have been in all instances peopled by colonization, i. e. by

migration of species from pre-existing, and in every case pre

Adainic, provinces. Among the terrestrial areas the British

isles may serve as an example; among marine, the Baltic,

Mediterranean, and Black Seas. The British islands have

been colonized from various centres of creation in (now)

continental Europe; the Baltic Sea from the Celtic region,

although it runs itself into the conditions of the Boreal one;

and the Mediterranean, as it now appears, from the fauna and

flora of the more ancient Lusitanian province." Professor

Forbes, it is stated further, in the report of his paper to which

I owe these details, - a paper read at the Royal Institution in

March last, -" exhibited, in support of the same view, a

map, showing the relation which the centres of creation of the

air-breathing molluscs in Europe bear to the geological his

tory of the respective areas, and proving that the whole snail

population of its nortiern and central extent (the portion of

the Continent of newest and probably post-Adamic origin)

had been derived from foci of creation seated in pre-Adamic

lands. And these remarkable facts have induced the Profes-

sor," it was addec. "to maintain the improbability of post.

Adamic creations.
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