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dark and profound, that, according to the accounts of the dis

trict, it had no bottom ; and so vexed was it by a frightful
whirlpool, that no one ever fairly caught in its eddies had suc-
ceeded, it was said, in regaining the shore. We saw, as we
stood amidst the scraggy trees of an overhanging wood, the sal-
mon lcaping up by scores, most of them, however, to fall back
again into the pool,—for only a very few stray fish that at-
tempted the cataract at its cdges seemed to succced in forcing
their upward way ; we saw, too, on a shelf of the precipitous
but wooded bank, the rude hut, formed of undressed logs,
where a solitary watcher used to take his stand, to protect
them from the spear and fowling-piece of the poacher, and
which, in stormy nights, when the cry of the kelpie mingled
with the roar of the flood, must have been a sublime lodge in
the wilderness, in which a poet might have delighted to dwell.
I was excited by the scenc ; and, when heedlessly leaping from
a tall lichened stone into the long heath below, my right foot
came so heavily in contact with a sharp-edged fragment of rock
concealed in the moss, that I almost sereamed aloud with pain.
I, however, suppressed the shriek, and, sitting down and set-
ting my tecth close, bore the pang, wntil it gradually moder
ated, and my foot, to the ankle, seemed as if almost divested
of feeling. In our rcturn, I halted as I walked, and lagged
considerably behind my companions; and during the whole
evening the injured foot seemed as if dead, save that it glowed
with an intense heat. I was, however, at ease enough to write
a sublime piece of blank verse on the cataract; and, proud
of my production, I attempted reading it to Cousin William.
But William had taken lessons in recitation under the great
Mr, Thelwall, politician and elocutionist ; and deeming it prop-
er to set me right in all the words which I mispronounced,—
three out of every four at least, and not unfrequently the fourth
word also,—the reading of the picce proved greatly stiffer and
slower work than the writing of it ; and, somewhat to my mor-
tification, my cousin declined giving me any definite judgment
on its merits, even when I had done. e insisted, however,
on the signal advantages of reading well. He had an ac-
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