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order, that remained outside the city to work for carters and
laborers: the better skilled, and, as to a certain extent the
terms arc convertible, the more intelligent mechanics, found
employment and & home in Edinburgh. The cottage in which
I lodged was inhabited by an old farm-servant,—a tall, large-
bodied, small-headed man, who, in his journey through life,
scemed to have picked up scarce an idea; and his wife, a
woman turned of sixty, though a fine enough body in the main,
and a careful manager, was not more intcllectual. They had
bus a single apartment in their humble dwelling, fenced off by
a little bit of partition from the outer door; and I could fain
have wished that they had two; but there was no choice of
lodgings in the village, and I had just to content myself, as the
working man always must in such circumstances, with the
shelter I could get. My bed was situated in the one end of
the room, and my landlady’s and her husband’s in the other,
with the passage by which we entered between; but decent
old Peggy Russcl had been accustomed to such arrangements
all her life long, and seemed never once to think of the matter;
and—as she had reached that period of life at which women
of the humbler class assume the characteristies of the other sex,
somewhat, I suppose, on the principle on which very ancient
female birds put on male plumage—I in a short time ceased to
think of italso. It is not the less true, however, that the pur-
poses of decency demand that much should be done, especially
in the southern and midland districts of Scotland, for the
dwellings of the poor.
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