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the strecam, to protcet from that grinding oppression of the
poor by the peor, which, let popular agitators disclaim on the
other side as they may, is at once more trying and more gene-
«al than the oppression which they expericnce from the great
and wealthy. According to the striking figurc of the wise old
king, “it is like a sweeping rain, which leaveth no food.”
Tanaticism in itself is not a good thing ; nor are there many
quict people who do not dislike enthusiasm; and the mem-
bers of new scets, whether they be religious sects or ro, ave
almost always enthusiasts, and in some degree fanatical. A
man can scarce become a vegetarian even without also be-
coming in some measure intolerant of the still large and not
very disreputable class that eat bheef with their greens, and
herrings with their potatoes; and the drinkers of water do
say rather strong things of the men who, had they been guests
at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, would have seen no great
harm in partaking in moderation of the wine. There is a
somewhat intolerant fanaticism among the Teetotallers, just as
there is fanaticism among most other new sects ; and yet, re-
cognizing it simply as strength, and knowing what it has to con-
tend with, I am much disposed to tolerate it, whether ¢¢ tolerate
me or no. IHuman nature, with all its defects, is a wiser
thing than the mere common scnse of the creatures whose
nature itis; and we find in it special provisions, as in the in-
stincts of the humbler animals, for overmastering the special
difficulties with which it is its destiny to contend. And the
sort of fanaticism to which I refer seems to be one c¢f those
provisions. A few Teetotallers of the average calibre and
strength, who take their stand against the majority in a party
of wild dissipated mechanics, would require a considerable
amount of vigorous fanaticism to make good their position;
nor do I sce in ordinary men, as society at present exists,
aught at once sufficiently potent in its nature, and sufficiently
general in its existence, to take its place and do its work. It
seems to subsist in the present imperfect state asa wise provi-
sion, though, like other wise provisions, such as the horns of
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