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sole-to faith. In a later age the accessible Lowlands were cm

bued with an evangelistic Presbyterianism, when the more

mountainous and inaccessible provinces of the country were

still in a condition to furnish, in what was known as the high
land I-lost, a dire instrument of persecution. Even as late as

the middle of the last century, "Sabbath," according to a

popular writer, "never get aboon the Pass of Killicrankie ;"
and the Stuarts, exiled for their adherence to Popery, con

tinued to found almost their sole hopes of restoration on the

swords of their co-religionists the Highlanders. During the

last hundred years, however, this old condition of matters has

been strangely reversed; and it is in the great towns that

Paganism now chiefly prevails. In at least their lapsed
classes,-a rapidly-increasing proportion of their population,
-it is those cities of our country which first caught the light
of religion and learning, that have become pre-eminently its

(lark- parts; just, if I may employ the comparison, as it is

those portions of the moon which earliest receive the light
when she is in her increscent state, and shine like a thread of

silver in the deep blue of the heavens, that first become dark

when she falls into the wane.

It is mainly during the elapsed half of the present century
that this change for the worse has taken place in the large
towns of Scotland. In the year 1824 it was greatly less than

half accomplished; but it was fast going on; and I saw, par

tially at least the processes in operation through which it has

been effected. The cities of the countries have increased their

population during the past fifty years greatly beyond the pro

portion of its rural districts,-a result in part of the revolu

tions which have taken place in the agricultural system of the

Lowlands, and ofthe clearances of the highlands; and in part
also of that extraordinary development of the nianufhcturcs

and trade of the kingdom which the last two generations have

witnessed. Of the wilder Edinburgh mechanics with whom

I formed at this time any acquaintance, less than one-fourth

were natives of the place. The others were mere settlers in it,

who had remrved mostly from country districts and small
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