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856 MY SCIOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS ;

my pupils were charged to the full with the striking thoughts
and graphic illustrations of the very claborate discourses
deemed too high for them, they remembered of the very simple
ones, specially lowered to suit narrow capacities, not a single
word or note. All the attempts at originating a cheap litera-
ture that have failed, have been attempts pitched too low: the
higher-toned efforts have usually succeeded. If the writer of
these chapters has been in any degree successful in addressing
himself as a journalist to the Presbyterian people of Scotland,
it has always been, not by writing down to them, but by doing
his best on all oceasions to write up to them. Ile has ever
thought of them as represented by his friend William, his
uncles, and his Cousin George,—by shrewd old John Fraser,
and his reckless though very intelligent acquaintance Cha ; and
by addressing to them on every occasion as good sense and as
solid information as he could possibly muster, he has at times
succeeded in catching their ear, and perhaps, in some degree,
in influencing their judgment.
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