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chapter as tlie companion of one of my IIigh]arul journeys,

had grown up into a liantisome and very powerful young man.

One might have guessed his stature at about five feet ten or

so, but it in reality somewhat exceeded six feet: he had arnaz

ing length and strength of arm; and such was his structure of

bone, that, as he tucked up his sleeve to send a howl along the

town links, or to fling the hammer, or throw the stone, the knob

bed protuberances of the wrist, with the sinews rising sharp

over them, reminded one rather of the framework of a horse's

leg, than of that of a human arm. And Walter, though a fine,

sweet-tempered fellow, had shown, oftener than once or twice,

that he could make a very formidable use ofhis great strength.
Some of the later instances had been rather interesting in their

idnd. There had been a large Dutch transport, laden with

troops, forced by stress of weather into the bay shortly before,

and a handsome young soldier of the party,--a native of

Northern Germany, named Wolf; -had., I know not how,

scraped acquaintance with Walter. Wolf, who, like many of

his country-folk, was a great reader, and intimately acquainted,

through German translations, with the Waverley Novels, had

taken all his ideas of Scotland and its people from the descrip
tions of Scott; and in Walter, as handsome as he was robust,

he found the beau ideal of a Scottish hero. He was a man

cast in exactly the model ofthe Hairy Bertrams, Halbert Glen

dinnings, and Quentin Durwards of the novelist. For the

short time the vessel lay in the harbor, Wolf and Walter

were inseparable. Walter knew a little, mainly at second

hand, through his cousin, about the heroes ofScott; and Wolf

delighted to converse with him, in his broken English, about

Balfour of Burley, Rob Roy, and Vich Ian Vohr; and ever

and anon would he urge him to exhibit before him some feat

of strength or agility,-a call to which Walter was never slow

to respond. There was a scrjcant among the troops,-a Dutch

inan,----.regarded as their strongest man,who used to pride him

self much on his prowess; and. who, on hearing Wolf's de

scription of Walter, expressed a wish to be introduced to him.

Wolf soon found the means of gratifying the serjeant. The
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