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508 MY SCHOOLS AND SCIIOOLMASTERS ;

distinguished men ; and the satisfaction of knowing, that by
both, the fruit of my labors was deemed important. I ob.
serve that ITumboldt, in his ¢ Cosmos,” speeially refers to the
Judgment of Agassiz on the extraordinary character of the
new zoological link with which I had furnished him j and 1
find Murchison, in his great work on the Silurian System, pub-
lished in 1839, laying no little cmphases on the stratigraphi.
cal fact. After referring to the previously formed opinion that
the Gamric depost, with its ichthyolites, was not an Old Red
one, he goes on to say,—* On the other hand, I have rccently
been informed by Dr. Malcolmson, that Mr. Miller of Cromarty
{(who has made some highly interesting discoveries near that
place) pointed out to him nodules, resembling those of Gam-
rie, and containing similar fishes, in highly-inclined strata,
which are interpolated in, and completely subordinate to, the
great mass of old Red Sandstone of Ross and Cromarty. This
important observation will, I trust, be soon communicated to
the Geological Socicety, for it strengthens the inference of M.
Agassiz respecting the epoch during which the Clheiracanthus
and Cheirolepis lived.” All this will, I am afraid, appear
tolerably weak to the reader, and somewhat more than toler-
ably tedious, Let him remember, however, that the only
merit to which I lay claim in the case is that of patient rc-
search,—a merit in which whoever wills may rival or surpass
me; and that this humble faculty of patience, when rightly
dirceted, may lead to more extraordinary developments of
idea than cven genius itself. 'What I had been slowly de-
ciphering were the ideas of God as developed in the mechan-
ism and framework of his creatures, during the second age of
vertebrate existence ; and one portion of my inquiries deter-
mined the date of these ideas, and another their character.
Many of the best scctions of the Sutors and the adjacent
hills, with their associated deposits, cannot be examined with-
out hoat; and so I purchased for a few pounds a light little
yawl, furnished with mast and sail, and that rowed four oars,
to cnable me to carry out my explorations, It made me free
of the Cromarty and Moray Friths for some six or eight miles
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