
Vi TO THE READER.

for. With himself for his subject, he usually tells not

only more than he ought, but also, in not a few in

stances, more than he intends. For, as has been well

remarked, whatever may be the character which a

writer f his own Memoirs is desirous of assuming, he

rarely fails to betray the real one. He has almost

always his unintentional revelations, that exhibit peen

Rarities of which he is not conscious, and weaknesses

which he has failed to recognize as such; and it will,

no doubt, be seen, that what is so generally done in

works similar to mine, I have not escaped doing. But

I cast myself full on the good nature of the reader.

My aims have, I trust, been honest ones; and should

I in any degree succeed in rousing the humbler classes

to the important work of self-culture and self-govern

ment, and in convincing the higher that there are in

stances in. which working men have at least as legiti

mate a claim to their respect as to their pity, I shall

not deem the ordinary penalties of the autobiographer

a price too high for the accomplishment of ends so

important.
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