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MILLER, Hugh, a British geologist, born at

Cromarty, on the E. coast of Scotland, Oct. 10,
1802, (lied at Portobello, near Edinburgh, Dec.
26, 1856. He belonged to that half Scandina-

vian population inhabiting the shores of tilo
(10,111:111 ocean from Fife to Citithiless. 011 his
fiithier's side he was fourth in descent. in a line
of sailors from John Fedil "s, one of the last
of the buccaneers on the Spanish main, who
returned to (romarty to enjoy his money, and
built '' the bug, low house "in which his dis
tiugu ished great-grandson passed his youth.
On his mother's side ho was of highland blood,
and fifth in descent from Donald Roy of loss
shire, famed for his piety uand his second sight.
his father was drowned in a tempest (a fate
which had befallen several of his ancestors) in
1807; and from that time, though still living
with his mother, he was chiefly under the care
of two maternal uncles, who had greater influ
ence and authority over him until the age of
manhood than any other persons. One was a
harness maker and the other a cartwright, and
he accounts them the most important of his
schoolmasters. His uncle Alexander encour
aged his early bent toward natural history,
and taught him much about rocks, clouds, rains,
tides, trees, ferns, shell fish, sea fowl, and in
sects. Ills uncle James interested him in human
history, and gave him his liking for traditional
lore, Scottish antiquities, social habits, and
in-dividualeccentricities. The tastes and predi-
lections of both uncles were deeply impressed
on him, and wherever lie went in later life the
geology and humanity of the district seemed
equally to attract him. In his fifth year ho was
sent to a dnne's school, where ho learned to
read, lie was thence transferred to time gram
mar school of Ci'omarty, where lie went
through the ordinary course of rudimentary
studies. lie even began Latin with a view to
college, but from distaste failed in it completely,
liciuig usually at the nether cud of a very poor
class, which position oven lie maintained only
by displaying an unaccountable fiwihity in trans
lation. The

r,
read aloud every morning

in English the task assigned for the day, and
lIu&m was able to re= the whole render
ing in its order, and to give it back in the even
ing word for word. Much of the leisure se
cured in this way was employed in reading
translations from the classics by stealth. About
his 15th year lie attended for some time a sub-
scription school set up 8S a rival to the
gram-marschool. But from this whole amount of I
pedagogy lie derived, according to his own esti
mate, only one advantage, namely, time faculty
of reading books, with the correlative accom
plishment of writing, lie lund acquired a rep
utation among his class fellows as a narrator of
stories; and having exhausted the subjects of
his reading and the va cu.ad.vntures that
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