
VARIOUS FOBXS 'OF 

from 5 to  7 feet in width, which will nfl'ord a scale of measurement for 

Every variety of trap-rod; is sonielimcs found in dikes, b f i d  f, green- 
stone, felspiir-porp~ry, nn i  t ~ ~ d i y t c -  amygdnloidal traps also 
occur, though more rarely, and even tuff ."ind brcccin, for tho mnterinh of 
tlicse last may be washed down into open f i s s ~ ~ s  at bottom of the 
wn, or during eruptions on tlia land may 1)0 showered into them. from 
tho nil". 

Some (likes o f  trap niny be followed for leagues uninterruptedly ID 
nearly a straight direction, as in the north of England, showing that the 
fissures which they fill must have been of extraordinary length. 
In mmy cases trap at the edges or sides of the dike is less crystalline 

or inow t t i r t l y  t11m in tlic centre, in consequence of the melted matter 
Iinving cooled more rapidly by coiiiing in con tact with the cold sides of 
tl1u fissure ; whereas, iu tlro cciitre, where the mnttcr of the dike is kept 
Iongcr in n fluid or soft state, crystals are slowly formed. But I olisenred 
tlro converse of (lie above phenomena in Tcnerifte, in tlio neigliborliood 
of Smta Cruz, where a d i l i ~  is seen cutting through horizontal beds 
of s~or i re  in the sea-cliff near tho Barranco dc Bufadero. It is ver- 
tical in its main direction, slightly flexÃ§ous but nbout one foot 
thick. On each side am walls of compact basalt, but in tile centre 
the rode is highly vesicular for a width of about 4 inches. In 
this instance, the fissure may hnvo become wider after tho lava o n  
tach side hnd consolidated, nnd the ndclitionnl melted matter poured 
into middle space mny havo cooled uioro rapidly tlinn that at 
the sides. 
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