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IN a manner unexpected and remarkable, the opportunity has

been presented to me of bearing a public testimony to the value

of Dr. Hitchcock's volume, ELEMENTARY GEOLOGY. This is

gratifying, not only because I feel it an honor to myself, but

much more as it excites, the hope that, by this recommendation,

theological students, many of my younger brethren in the evan

gelical ministry, and serious christians in general, who feel the

duty of seeking the cultivation of their own minds, may be in

duced to study this book. For them it is peculiarly adapted, as

it presents a comprehensive digest of geological facts and the the

oretical truths deduced from them, disposed in a method admira

bly perspicuous, so that inquiring persons may, without any dis

couraging labor, and by employing the diligence which will bring

its own reward, acquire such a knowledge of this science as cannot

fail of being eminently beneficial. It is no exaggeration to affirm

that Geology has close relations to every branch of Natural His

tory and to all the physical sciences, so that no district of that

vast domain can be cultivated without awakening trains of thought

leading to geological questions; and, conversely, the prosecution

of knowledge in this department, cannot fail to excite the desire

and to disclose the methods of making valuable acquisitions to the

benefit of human life. In our day, through every degree of ex-
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