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be able to distinguish mineral and' vegetable, products, so as to
guard against the pernicious and determine the salubrious; and
very often geological knowledge will be found of the first utility,
iii fixing upon the best beauties for missionary stations; nor can

they be insensible to- the benefits of which they may be the agents,
by communicating discoveries to Europe or the United States of
America. '

To answer these purposes, and especially in the hands of the

intelligent and studious ministers of O1JRIST, this work of Pro
fessor Hitchcock appears to me especially suited. Though I
flatter myself that I have studied with advantage the best English
treatises on Geology, and find ever new improvement and pleasure
from them; and have also paid some attention to French and
German books of this class; I think it no disparagement to them
to profess my conviction that, with the views just mentioned, this
is the book which I long to see brought into extensive use. The

plan on which it is composed, is different from that of any other,

so far as I know, in such a manner and to such a degree, that it

is not an opponent or rival to any of them. Yet, in this arrange
ment of the matter, there is no affectation: all is plain, consecu

tive, and luminous. It is more comprehensive with regard to the

various relations and aspects of the science, than any one book

with which I am acquainted; and yet, though within so moderate

limits, it does not disappoint by unsatisfactory brevity or evasive

generalities. Such is the impression made upon me by the first

edition of the "Elementary Geology," and I cannot entertain a

doubt but that the ample knowledge and untiring industry of the

author will confer every practicable improvement upon his plo..

posed new edition.

I received a deep conviction of the Professor's extraordinary

merits, from his "Report" upon the Geology, Botany, and Natu

ral History generally, of the Province of Massachusetts, made by

the command of the State government; a large volume, published

in 1833, and the second edition in 1835; and from his papers in

the "American Biblical Repository," which were of great service
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