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MINERALOGY OF GEOLOGY. 51

Serpentine or Ophiolite.—Serpentine is a mottled rock, the pre-
dominant color green, and is a hydrous silicate of magnesia. It
is distinctly stratified in some localitics, and though formerly re-
garded as a purely igneous rock, is now generally admitted
to be a metamorphic rock; perhaps an altered dolomite. It is
elegant as an ornamental rock, though not much used in this
country, where it exists in immense quantities.

Serpentines generally contain so many foreign mineral matters as to form
with them distinct varieties; ns, garnetiferous, diallagic; hornblendic, and
chromiferous serpentines. Ophicalce is a mixture of calcite or dolomite, with
serpentine, talc, and chlorite, often brecciated. In the latter form are ine
cluded the beautiful verde antique marbles, such as occurs at Roxbury and
Proctorsville, Vermont ; Newbury and Middlefield, Massachusetts; and New
Haven and Milford, Connecticut. When chromic iron is disseminated through
serpentine, giving it a peculiar mottled appearance, it is called ophyte,rom
its resemblance to the skin of a snake.

The following table shows the composition of the most common or impor-
tant minerals : ’
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Other minerals forming rocks of small extent, or entering
so largely into their composition as to modify their character, are
the follqwing: gypsum, the hydrous sulphate of lime (of which
a crystal is reprcsented in Fig. 51), diallage, common salt, coal,
bitumen, garnet, tourmaline, staurotide, epidote, olivine, and
pyrites. | _

A few of these minerals exist in so large masses as to be de-
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