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extinct animals, and the signs they afford of a state of phy

sical geography departing widely from the present, or to

the era of the implement-bearing alluvium of St. Acheul, we

might expect to find Scandinavia overwhelmed with glaciers,

and the country uninhabitable by Man. At a much remoter

period the same country was in the state in which Greenland

now is, overspread with one uninterrupted coating of conti

nental ice, which has left its peculiar markings on the highest

mountains. This period, probably anterior to the earliest

traces yet brought to light of the human race, may have

coincided with the submergence of England, and the accumu

lation of the boulder-clay of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Bedford

shire, before mentioned. It has already been stated that the

syenite and some other rocks of the Norfolk till (p. 218)

seem to have come from Scandinavia, and there is no era

when icebergs are so likely to have floated them so far south

as when the whole of Sweden and Norway were enveloped

in a massive crust of ice; a state of things the existence of

which is deduced from the direction of the glacial furrows,

and their frequent unconformity to the shape of the minor

valleys.




Glacial Period i Scotland.

Professor Agassiz, after his tour in Scotland in 1840,

announced the opinion that erratic blocks had been dispersed

from the Scottish mountains as from an independent centre,

and that the capping of ice had been of extraordinary

thickness.*

Mr. Robert Chambers, after visiting Norway and Sweden,

and comparing the signs of glacial action observed there

with similar appearances in the Grampians, came to the con

clusion that the Highlands both of Scandinavia and Scotland

had once been 'moulded in ice,' and that the outward and

* Agassiz, Proceedings Geol. Soc., 1840, and Edinb. Phil. Journ., xlix. p. 79.
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