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XI1I

ON THE ORIGIN OF FORCE*

¢ Mens agitat molem et magno se corpore miscet.”

g AT is it that we ought to understand by
il the theory of any natural pheenomenont?
This is a question not without its importance
when we are told, as we so frequently are,
that it is useless to inquire into causes: that, in fact,
causes are to us as though th'ey were not ; seeing that
all we can ever attain to is the observation and registry
of constant laws of phzenomenal sequence:—in other
words, that phaenomenon succeeds phenomenon, event
event, according to certain sules, which are all we have
any business to inquire into. |

(2.) It is unfortunate for this doctrine that within the
range of every individual’s momentary experience there
occurs the pheenomenon of zo/ifion ; and that there are

* From the Fortnizhtly Review.
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