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76 ESSAYS, HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL.

sounds” altogether independent of association, for the single
individuals whose sense of the beauty of “ simple colours”
is sufficiently strong to convince them that it, like the other
sense, has an underived existence, wholly its own.

We have left ourselves but little space to speak of the
distinguished man so recently lost to us, as a lawyer, a states-
man, and a judge. He will be long remembered in Edin-
burgh as one of the most accomplished and effective pleaders
that ever appeared at the Scottish bar. It has become com-
mon to allude to his appearances in the House of Commons
as failures. 'We know not how his speeches may have sounded
in the old chapel of St Stephen’s ; but this we know, that of
all the speeches in both Houses of which the Reform Bill
proved the fruitful occasion, we remember only his : we can
ever recall some of its happy phrases, as when, for instance,
he described the important measure which he advocated as
a firmament which was to separate the purer waters above
from the fouler and more turbulent waters below,—the solid
worth of the country, zealous for reform, from its wild un-
principled licentiousness, bent on subversion ; and, founding
mainly on this selective instinet of our memory, we conclude
that the speech which is said to have disappointed friends
and gratified opponents must have been really one of the best
delivered at the time,—perhaps the very best. As a judge,
the character of Jeffrey may be summed up in the vigorous
stanza of Dryden :—

¢ In Israel’s courts ne’er sat an Abethdin
‘With more discerning eyes, or hands more clean,

Unbribed, unsought, the wretched to redress,
Swift of despatch, and easy of access.”

All accounts agree in representing him as in private life
one of the kindest and gentlest of mortals, ever surrounded
by the aroma of a delicate sense of honour and a transparent
truthfulness, equable in temper, full in conversation of a
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