http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1869-Miller-Essays/README.htm

106 ESSAYS, HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL.

one who, like all men of poetical temperament, was eminently liable to
take the tone and colour of his mind from the element in which he lived.
The Leslie controversy, too, had bridged over the gulf which had hither-
to intervened between the higher orders of minds among the literati and
the orthodox clergy of Scotland. The Dugald Stewarts and the Jeffreys
on the one hand, the Moncreiffs and Thomsons on the other, had, while
acting in concert, learned to know and appreciate each other’s peculiar
merits. The sentiment of political independence, and that liberal toler-
ance, the most uniform feature of superior minds, had infused permanent
feelings of mutual good-will into minds which by their organization were
irreconcileably different. Chalmers, who had been thrown among the
purely intellectual class in a great measure by the accident of position,
was now attracted to the religious class, with whom his natural sym-
pathies were, if anything, still greater. He devoted himself more ex-
clusively to the duties of his ministerial office, and, carrying into the pul-
pit the same buoyant enthusiasm, the same Herculean powers, he soon
became one of the most distinguished inculcators of ¢evangelical’ views
of religion.”

Among the numerous funeral sermons of which the death
of Chalmers has proved the occasion, we know not a finer,
abler, or better-toned, than one of the Transatlantic dis-
courses. It is from the pen of Dr Sprague, Albany, United
States, so well known in this country by his work on revivals,
His estimate of the great change which not only expanded
the heart, but also in no slight degree developed the intellect,
of Chalmers, differs widely, as might be expected from the
general tone of his writings, from that of the Unitarian in the
“ People’s Journal.” It is strange on what analogies men
ingenious in misleading themselves when great principles ave
at stake, contrive to fall. "We have lately seen Cromwell’s
love of the Scriptures, and his diligence, according to the
Divine precept, in searching them, attributed to the mere
military instinct, gratified, in his case, by the warlike stories
of the Old Testament, as the resembling instinct was gratified
in that of Alexander the Great by the stories of the Iliad.

“ He [Dr Chalmers] removed to Kilmeny,” says Dr Sprague, ‘“in

1803, where he laboured for several years, and where occurred at least
one of the most memorable events of his life. It was nothing less, as he
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