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150 ESSAYS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.

arrangements. 'Within a century and a half, a vast revolu-
tion has been wrought in the occupation of the lands both of
England and Scotland. By the inclosure of the commons,
about five thousand parishes, constituting nearly a half of the
soil of England, were subjected to a legal process which se-
vered the peasant from all direct interest in the land, and
left it ultimately in the hands of large proprietors. And by
the introduction of the English doctrine of property into the
Highlands, the old system of customary occupation was en-
tirely superseded, and a new system substituted, which threw
vast territories into the absolute control of single individuals,
who had previously been only the representatives of their
tribe, and who had held the lands not as their own, but in
virtue of their office as chiefs or petty sovereigns, who ruled
over a given district, and administered the public affairs of
the clan. These measures have produced a radical change in
the whole structure of society. The first, by leading to the
absorption of the smaller properties, abolished the English
yeoman ; and the second bids fair to abolish the Highland
population. Both measures had essentially the same result
in one respect,—essentially a different result in another.
They both left a country population composed of a very small
number of great landed proprietors, surrounded by a depend-
ent and almost subject tenantry, outside of which remained
the mass of those who live by labour alone, who have been
cast loose from all interest in the soil, and who are regarded
as machines for the execution of work. In this respect the
results have been similar in the two countries. But a very
striking difference presents itself to view when we turn our
attention to the soil itself, and ask how it has been affected
by the change. In England the pretext for the inclosure of
the commons was, that the land was uncultivated, and to a
great extent unproductive. This was actually true, and, being
s0, it was a good and sufficient reason for the introduction of
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