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aristocracy and the anti-reformers that another John Hampden may
arise. Come on, he who dares! I shall be Hampden to the tyrannies
of masons!'
"None of them offered to lay hands on me; one said they had better

let the affair rest where it was, as there would only be a fight about it,
and several others assented; and so we resumed our work.
"Had it been in summer, when building was going on, they would

have either dismissed me from the works, or have struck, and refused to
work themselves. It was only about the end of January, and they could
not afford to do more than threaten me."-.Tune 7, 1848.

A FIVE-POUND QUALIFICATION,

WHEN, owing to some deep-seated cause, the general level
of a country is heightened by sudden upheaval, not only is
its area extended by an apparent recession of the sea, but the
outlines of its coasts are also very much changed. In places
where the land is fiat and low, and the water shallow, it
receives accessions of great tracts of new country; whereas
in other places, where high table-lands sink suddenly into the
sea, and the water is deep, it is restricted to nearly its old
limits. In Scotland, for instance, that last upheaval which
laid dry the old-coast-line added many a rich acre to the links
of the Forth and the Carse of Cowrie, and gave to the coun

try the sites of most of its seaport towns, such as Leith and

Greenock, Musselburgh, Stonel]aven, and Inverness; whereas,

along the rocky shores of Aberdeen and Banff, and in espe
cial Caithness and Orkney, it did little more, save here and
there in a narrow inlet, than reduce by some two or three
fathoms the depth of sea at the foot of the cliffs. It left the

old boundaries just what they had been. The extension of
area which took place in consequence of the upheaval was
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