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PREFACE. XV

original in conception,—of that which has now, alas ! glided,
with himself, into those silent shades where dwell the souls
of the departed, with the halo of past thought hovering dimly
round them, waiting for that new impulse from the Divine
Spirit which is to quicken them into an intenser and higher
unity.

I have been led to indulge the hope that this work will be
found useful in giving to eementary Geology a greater attrac-
tiveness in the eyes of the student than it has hitherto pos-
sessed. It was characteristic of the mind of its author that
he valued words, and even facts, as only subservient to the
high powers of reason and imagination. Itis to be regretted
that many introductory works, especially those for the use
of schools, should be so crammed with scientific terms, and
facts hard packed, and not always well chosen, that theyare
fitted to remind us of the dragon’s teeth sown by Jason,
which sprang up into armed men,—being much more likely
to repel, than to allure into the temple of science. One
might, indeed, as well attempt to gain an acquaintance with
English literature solely from the study of Johnson’s Dic-
tionary, as to acquire an insight into the nature of Geology
from puzzling over such books. But, viewed in the light of
a mind which had approached the subject by quite another
pathway, all unconscious, in its outset, of the gatherings and
recordings of others, and which never made a single step of
progression in which it was not guided by the light of its
own genius and the inspiration of nature, it may be regarded
by beginners in another aspect,—one very different from
that in which Wordsworth looked upon it when he thanked
Heaven that the covert nooks of nature reported not of the
geologist’s hands,—¢‘the man who classed his splinter by
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