
704 THE AUSTRALIAN BARRIER REEF. 

·u Encircling reefs differ in. no respect from the ntoll rii1g·, except in having· islnncls in 
their lagoons. surrounded oleo by coral reefs. Barrier reefs are of the same structure as 

t~e atoll ~ings, from which they only differ in their posit.ion with regard to lancl. 'rhey 
form extensive lines nlong the. coast, from which they ·o.re sepnra.ted 'by o, channel of the sen, 
of variable depth and breadth, somet.imes large enough for ships to pass. A very long one 
runs ·p.arallel to the west coast of New Caledonia, an.d sb·etches for 120 miles beyond the 
extreniity .of the island. But ·a barrier reef off th~ north-enste1·n coast of the Australian 
continet:lt is the· grandest coral formation existing. Rising o.t once from an unfathomable 
depth· of ocean; it extends for 1000 miles alo~g the coast, with 0. breadth varying from 200 
ytll'ds to . o, niile, and at nn average distance of from 20 to 60 or 70 miles from the coast, 
t~e d~pth of the channel being from 10 to 60 fathoms. The pulse of the ocenn, tl·o.nscend
ently sublime, beo.ts perpetually in· penis of thunder nlong that stupendous reef, the fnbric 
of nhnost microscopic beings."-Mrs. Somerville, ".Molecular and Mic1'oscopic Scic1lce •• 
(Loijdon, 1869), ii. 148, et seq. 
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