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Fig 67. 

BIRD TRACKS OF THE CONNECTICUT. 

(Lias or Oolite.) 

And, in the same way, it is a Ia'v generally exemplified among 
birds, that of tl1e three toes which correspond to the fingers, 
the inner toe should be con1posed of three phalanges, the 
n1iddle or largest toe of four phalanges, and the outer toe, 
though but second in point of size, of five phalanges. Such 
is the law now, and sucl1 was equally the law, as shown by 
tl1e .American foot-prints, in the times of the Lias. Some 
of tl1e impressions are of singular distinctness. Every claw 
and phalange has left its mark in the stone ; wbile the trifid 
termination of tl1e tarso-metatarsal bone leaves three marks 
n1ore,-fifteen in all,-the true ornithic number. In some 
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