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tal incubation. And, last of all, the true placental mammals 
appear. And thus, tried by the test of perfect repl"oduction, 
the great vertebral division 1·eceives its full development in 
creation. 

The placental mammals make their appearance, as I have 
said, in the earliest ages of the great Tertiary division, and 
exhibit in the group an aspect very unlike that which they 
at pre~ent bear. The Eocene ages were peculiarly the ages 
of the Palreotheres,-strange animals of that pachyderma
tous or thick-skinned order to which the elephants, the tapirs, 
the hogs, and the horses belong. It had been remarked by 
naturalists, that there are fe"'·er fan1ilies of this order in liv
ing nature than of almost any other, and that of the exL~t
iug genera, not a few are 'viclely separated in their analogies 

Fig. 70. 

ANOFLOTHERIUM COMMUNE. 
(Eocene.) 

from the others. But in the Palreotheres of the Eocene, 
which rang~d in size from a large horse to a hare, not a few 
of the missing links have been found,-links connecting the 
tapirs to the hogs, and the hogs t-o the Palreotheres proper; 
and there is at least one species suggestive of an union of 
some of the more peculiar traits of the tapirs and the horses. 
It was among these extinct PacJ1vdermata of the Paris Basin . 
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