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had their cusps elevated into great mammre-like protube
l~ances; to which the creattu~e owes its name, and wl1olly dif
fer in their proportions and outline from the grinders of the 
elephant. The much greater remoteness of the mastodontic 
period in Europe than in America is a circltmstance worthy 
of notice, as it is one of many facts that seem to indicate a 
general transposition of at least the later geologic ages on 
the opposite sides of the Atlantic. Groupes of correspond
ing character on the eastern and western shores of this great 
ocean were not contemporaneous in time. It has been re
}leateclly remarked, that the existing }llants and trees of the 
United States, with not a few of its £shes and reptiles, bear 
in their forms and construction the marks of a much greater 
antiquity than those of Europe. The geologist who set him
self to discover similar types on the eastern side of the At
lantic would have to seek for them among the deposits of 
the later Tertiaries. North America seems to be still pass
ing through its later Tertiary ages. And it appears to be a 
consequence of_ this cwious transposition, that 'vhile in Eu-
1·ope the ·mastodon tic period is removed by two great geolo
gic eras from the present time, it is removed from it in Ame
rica by only one. Even in America, however, that period 
lies far beyond the reach of human tradition,-a fact borne 
out by the pseudo-traditions retailed by the abo1igines re
garding the mastodon. By none of at least the higher na
turalists has there been a doubt entertained 1·espeo~ing its 
herbivorous character ; and the discovery of late years of the 
stomach of an individttal charged with decayed herbage and 
fragments of the succulent branches of trees, some of them of 
existing species, has demonstrated the solidity of the reason
ings founded on its general structure and aspect. The pseudo
traditions, however, represent it in every instance as a car
nivorous tyrant, that, had it not been itself destroyed, would 
have destroyed all the other a.nimals its contemporaJ.~ies. It 
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