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deri\"ed their origin from progenitors whose remains we find 
entombed in the bone-caves and other deposits of the san1e 
age ; thottgh of course the changes effected by domestication 
in almost all the tame animals renders the question of their 
identity with the indigenous breeds somewhat obscure. Cu .. 
vier was, however, unable to detect any difference bet,veen 
tl1e skeleton of a fossil horse contemporary with the elephant, 
and that of ottr clomestic breed ; a fossil goat of the same age 
cannot be distingttished from the domesticated animal ; and 
one of our two fossil oxen (Bos longifrons) does not differ 
n1ore from some of the existing breeds than these have, in 
the course of time, been made, chiefly by artificial means, to 
differ among themselves. But of one of 01.1r domestic tribes 
no trace bas yet been found in the rocks : like the cod family 
among :fisl1es, or the Rosacere among plants, it seems to have 
preceded man by but a very brief period. And certainly, if 
created specially for his ttse, though the pride of the herald 
migl1t prevent l1im from selecting it as in aught tY}>ical of 
the human race, it would yet not be easy to instance a family 
of animals that l1as ministered more extensively to his neceR
sities. I refer to the sheep,-that soft and harmless crea
ture, that clotl1es civilized man. everywhere in the colder }a .. 
titudes witl1 its fleece,-that feeds him with its flesh,-tl1at 
gives its bowels to be spun into the catgut witl1 which here ... 
:fits his musical instruments,-whose horns l1e has learned to 
fashion into a thollsand useful trinkets,-and 'vhose skin, con .. 
verted into parchment, served to convey to later times the 
thinking of the first full blow of the human intellect across 
the dreary gulf of t.he middle ages. 

At length the l1uman period begins. A creat\tre appears 
upon the scene unlike all that J1ad preceded him, and wl1ose 
natnre it equally is to look back upon tl1e events of the past, 
-among other matters~ on that succession of beings upon the 
planet which be inhabits with which we are this evening at-
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