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cttrred great numbers of shells now not British, though found 
in many parts of Britain at heights varying from two hun
dred to nearly fourteen llttndred feet over the existing sea
level. Bttt thottgh no longer British sl1e1Is, they are shells 
that still contintte to live in high northern latitudes, as on the 
shores of Iceland and Spitzbergen ·; and the abttndance in 
which they were developed on the sttbmerged })la.ins ancl hill
sides of wl1at are now England and Scotland, dtuing what is 
tcrtnecl the Pleistocene period, shows of itself what a very pro-
tracted period that was. Tl1e prevailing tellina of the bed 
whicl1 I last explored,-a bed which occurs in some places 
six miles inland, in others elevated on the top of dizzy crags, 
-i~ a sub-arctic shell (Tellina J>'roxirna), of which only deacl 
valves are now to l)e detected on our coasts, but 'vhich may 
be found living at the North Cape and in Greenland. The 
1)revailing asb.trte, its conte1nporary, was Astarte arctica, no\v 
so rare as a British species, that many of our ~ost sedulous 
collectors have never seen a native specimen, but which is 
comparatively comn1on on tl1e northern shores of Iceland, and 
on tl1e ea.stern coast~ nf Norway, within the arctic circ]e. In 
this elevated Scottish bed of the Pleistocene period I laid these 
boreal shells open to the Jigl1t by httnclreds, on the spot evi-
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dently 'vl1ere the individuals had lived and died. U ncler 
tl1e severe climatal conditions to 'vhicl1 (probably front sotne 
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