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hold with Newton and Galile.o, that it is the earth which 
moves in the heavens, and the sun which stands still. The 
mere geographer or astronomer might have been wholly un
able to discuss with Turretine or the doctors the niceties of 
Chaldaic punctuation, or the various meanings of the Hebrew 
verbs. But this much, notwithstanding, he would be per
fectly qualified to say :-However great your skill as lin
guists, your reading of what you term the scriptural geogra
phy or scriptural astronomy must of necessity be a false read
ing, seeing that it commits Scripture to what, in my charac-
ter as a geographer or astronomer, I know to be a monstrous· 
ly false geography or astronomy. Premising, then, that I 
make no pretensions to even the slightest skill in philology, 
I remark further, that it has been held by accomplished phi
lologists, that the days of the Mosaic creation may be regard
ed, without doing violence to the genius of the Hebrew lan
guage, as successive periods of great extent. And certainly, 
in looking at my English Bible, I :find "that the portion of 
time spoken of in the :first chapter of Genesis as six days, is 
spoken of in the second chapter as one day. True, there are 
other philologers, such as the late Professor Moses Stuart, 
who take a different view; but then I find this same Pro-

. fessor Stuart striving hard to make the phraseology of Moses 
" :fix the antiquity of the globe ;" and so, as a mere geolo
gist, I reject his philology, on exactly the same principle on 
which the mere geographer would reject, and be justified in 
rejecting, the philology of the doctors of Salamanca, or on 
which the mere astronomer would reject, and be justified in 
~ejecting, the philology of Turretine and the old Francis
cans. I would in any such case, at once, and without hesi
tation, cut the philological knot, by determining that that 
philology cannot be sound which would commit the Scrip
tures to a science that cannot be true. Waiving, however, 
the question as a philological one, and simply holding with 
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