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162 THE MOSAIC VISION

asks, “merely impressed upon his mind ¥ Did he hold the
pen, and another dictate? Or did he see in vision the scenes
that he describes? The freshness and point of the narra-
tive,” he continues, “the freedom of the description, and the
unlikelihood that Moses was an unthinking machine in the
composition, all indicate that he saw in vision what he has
here given us in writing. He s describing from actual obser-
vation.” The writer remarks in an earlier portion of his
treatise, that all who have adopted the theory advocated in
the previous lecture,—the “Two Records,” which was, I may
state, published in a separate form ere the appearance of his
work, and which he does me the honour of largely quoting,
—go upon the supposition that things during the Mosaic
days are described as they would appear to the eye of one
placed upon earth ; and he argues that, as no man existed
in those distant ages, a reason must be assigned for this po-
pular view of creation which the record is rightly assumed
to take. And certainly, if it was in reality a view described
from actual vision, the fact would form of itself an adequate
reason. What man had actually seen, though but in dream or
picture, would of course be described as seen by man ; like all
human history, it would, to borrow from Kurtz, be founded on
eye-witnessing ; and the fact that the Mosaic record of crea~
tion is apparently thus founded, affords a strong presumption
that it was in reality revealed, not by dictation, but by vision.

Nor, be it remembered, has the recognition of a purely
optical character in the revelation been restricted to the as-
sertion of any one theory of reconciliation : it was as certainly
held by Chalmers and Dr Pye Smith as by Dr Kurtz and the
author of this treatise ; nay, it has been recognised by not a
few of their opponents also. Granville Penn, for instance,
does not scruple to avow his belief, in his elaborate “ Esti-
mate of the Mineral and Mosaic Geologies,” that both sun and
moon were created on the first day of creation, though they
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