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life and immortality to light," was the great event prefigured 
during the historic ages. It is these two grand events, equal
ly portions of one S\tblime scheme, originated when God took 
counsel with himself in the depths of eternity, that bind to
gether past, present, and future,-the geologic with the Pa
triarchal, the Mosaic, and the Christiart ages, and all togetl1er 
with that new l1eavens and new earth, the last of many crea
tions, in which there sl1all be " no more death nor curse, but 
the tl1rone of God and the Lamb shall be in it, and his ser~ 
vants shall serve him.'' 

"There is absurdity,'' said Pope, "in man's conceiting 
himself the :final cause of creation." Unless, however, man 
had the entire scheme of creation befo~e him, with the fu.rther 
partially known scheme of which but a part constitutes the 
grand theme of revelation, how could he pronounce on the 
absurdity 1 The knowledge of the geologist ascends no higher 
than man. He sees all nature in the pre-Adamic past, point
ing with prophetic finger towards him ; and on even the ar
gument of Hume,-just and solid within its proper limits,
he refuses to acquiesce in tl1e unfounded inference of Pope. 
In order to prove the absurdity of " man's conceiting himself 
the final cause of creation," proof of an ulterior cattse,-of a 
bigl1er end and aim,-m\tst be adduced ; and of aught lrigher 
than man, the geologist, as such, knows nothing. The long 
vista opened up by his science closes with tl1e deputed lord 
of creation,-with man as he at present exists; and when, 
casting himself full upon revelation, the veil is drawn aside, 
and an infinitely grander vista stretches out before him into 
the future, be sees man-no longer, however, the natural, but 
the Divin~ man-oCC\tpying what is at once its terminal point 
and its highest apex. Such a.re some of the bearings of geo. 
logic science on the science of natural theology. Geology has 
disposed effectually and for ever of the oft-urged assumption 
of an infinite series j it deals as no other science could have 
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