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garded as universal; seeing there is scar6e any considerable 
race of man among which, in some of its many forms, it is 
not to be found. Now, it has been argued by some of the 
older theologians, with a not very cogent logic, that the uni
versality of the tradition establishes the universality of the 
Flood,-that where the tradition is to be found, the Flood 
mmt have been ;-an argument which would have force if it 
could also be shown that each tribe had had its own Noah, 
saved by ark, raft, or canoe, or on some tall mountain sum
mit, in the region in which his descendants continued to re
side; but of no force whatever if the Noah of the race was 
but one, and if the scene of his danger and deliverance was 
restricted, as of necessity it must have been in that case, to 
a single locality. Further, if, as we believe, there was but 
one N oah,-if, according to the Scriptural account, condensed 
into a single sentence by the Apostle, only " eight souls" were 
saved in the great catastrophe of the race,-there could have 
existed no human testimony to determine whether the exter
minating deluge that occasioned their destntction was a uni
versal deluge, or merely a partial one. It could not be known 
by men shut up in an ark, nor even though from a mast .. top 
they could have swept the horizon with a telescope, whether 
the waters that spread out on every side of them, covering 
the old familiar mountains, and occupying the entire range 
of their vision, extended all around the globe, or found their 
limits some eight or ten hundred miles away. The point is 
one respecting which, as certainly as respecting the creation 
of the world itself, or of the world's inhabitants, there could 
have existed no human witness-bearing : contemporary man, 
left to the unassisted evidence of his senses, must of necessity 
have been ignorant of the extent of the Deluge. True, what 
man could never have known of himse~ God could have told 
him, and in many cases has told him; but then God's reve
lations have in most instances been made to effect exclusively 
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