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the geologists would have to describe it as beyond compari
son the 1nost remarkable oscillation of level wbicl1 had taken 
place within the historic pe1iod, they would certainly rega~d 
it as no more miraculous than the great earthquake of L1s· 
bon, or tltan that exhibition of the volcanic forces which ele
vated the mountain of J orullo in a single night sixteen hun
dred feet over the plain. And why have recourse, in specu
lating on the real event of four thousand years ago, to sup
posititious miracle, if an event ot' apparently the same kind 
woulcl not be t~egarded as miraculous now 1 1\fa.y 've not 
in this matter take our stand beside the poet, who, when re
cognising a Providence in the ,great Calabrian earthquake, 
and in the over\vhelming wave by 'vhich it was accompanied, 
pertinently inquired of tbe sceptics, 

" Hns not God 
Still wrought by means since first he made the world! 
.And d·id He not of old e1nploy !Lis meam 
To drown it f 'What is His creation less 
Than a capacious reservoir of means, 
Formed for His use, and ready at His will !" 

The revelation to N oab, w l1icl1 'varned him of a coming 
Flood, and taught him ho'v to prepare for it, was evidently 
miraculous : the Flood itself 1nay have been purely providen
tial. But on this part of the subject I need not d\vell. I 
have accomplisl1ed my }lurpose if I have shown, as was at
tempted of old by divines such as StillingB.eet and Poole, that 
tl1ere ''seems to be no reason why the Deluge should be ex
tended beyond the occasion of it, which was the con~tption 
of man," but, on the contrary, much reason against it; and 
that, on the other hand, a Flood restricted and partial, and 
yet sufficient to destroy the race in an early age, while still 
congregating in their original centre, cannot be regarded as 
by any means an incredible event. The incredibility lies in 
the mere human glosses and misinterpretations in which its 
history has been enveloped. Divested of these, and viewed 
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