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LECTURE TENTH.

THE GEOLOGY OF THE ANTI-GEOLOGISTS.

It has been well remarked, that that writer would be equally
in danger of error who would assign very abstruse motives
for the conduct of great bodies of men, or very obvious causes
for the great phenomena of nature. The motives of the
masses,—on a level always with the average comprehension,
—are never abstruse ; the causes of the phenomena, on the
other hand, are never obvious. And when these last are
hastily sought after, not from any devotion to scientific truth,
or any genuine love of it, but for some purpose of contro-
versy, we may receive it as a sure and certain fact that they
will not be found. Some mere plausibility will be produced
instead, bearing on its front an obviousness favourable may-
hap to its reception for the time by the vulgar, but in reality
fatal to its claims in the estimate of all deep thinkers ; while
truth will meanwhile lie concealed far below, in the bottom
of her well, until patiently selicited forth by some previously
unthought of process, in the character of some wholly unan-
ticipated result. Such, in the history of <cience, has been
the course and character of error on the one hand, and of
actual discovery on the other : the error has been always
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