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have been elevated over the surface of the sea, to be covel~ed, 
in the course of ages, by great forests, which, ere the land 
assumed its present form and level, were submerged by an
other oscillation of the surface, and petrified amid beds of a 
siliceous sand at the bottom of the ocean. Nor is the under
lying marine limestone by any means the oldest of the sedi
mentary rocks of Egypt. It rests on a sandstone of Permian 
or Triassic age ; tl1e sandstone rests, in turn, on the famous 
Breccia de Verde of Egypt ; and the Breccia on a group of 
Azoic rocks, gneisses, quartzes, mica schists, and clay slates, 
that Wl'ap rouncl the granitic nucleus of Syene. The forma
tions of Egypt constitute a well-determined part of that great 
series of systems which compose the upper portion of the 
earth's crust ; its silt is by far the most inconsiderable of its 
cle1)osits ; and if :five thousand six hlmdred and :fifty years 
were exhausted in laying clown layer after laye-r of the twenty 
feet which form its average thickness, what enormous periods 
must we not demand in addition for the laying down of the 
forest formation, of the marine limestone formation, of the 
New Red Sandstone formation, of the Breccia de Verde for
mation, and, in short, for the some ten miles of fossiliferous 
rock of which these deposits form such definite, well-deter
mined portions ; besides the time necessary for the produc
tion of the enormously developed Azoic rocks which lie under 
all ! The tlteologian, in this instance, instead of l~easoning, 
as he himself supposed, in behalf of the short chronology, has 
been making out a very formidable case for the long one ; 
and all that the geologist can have to urge upon him in the 
circumstances is simply that he should act as he holds the 
infidel ought to have clone, and yield to the force of evidence. 
I may mention in the passing, that some of the most ancient 
buildings of Egypt are formed of the Tertiary mat~ine lime
stones of the country ; the stones of the pyramids are charged 
with. nummulites, known to the Arabs as "Pharaoh's beans;" 
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