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LECTURE ELEVENTH. 

ON THE LESS KNOWN FOSSIL FLORAS OF SCOTLAND.* 

PART I. 

ScoTLAND has its four fossil :floras,-its :flora of the Old Red 
Sandstone, its Carboniferous flora, its Oolitic :flora, and that 
flora of apparently Tertiary age of which his Grace the Duke 
of Argyll found so interesting a fragment overflown by the 
thick basalt heels and trap tuffs of 1\full. Of these, the only 
one adequately known to the geologist is the gorgeous :Bora 
of the Coal Measures,-probably the richest, in at least in
dividual plants, which the world has yet seen. The others 
are all but wholly unknown; and the Association may be the 
more disposed to tolerate the comparative meagreness of the 
fe,v brief remarks which I purpose making on two of their 
number,-the :floras of the Old Red Sandstone and the Oolite, 

* The substance of this and the following lecture was originally given in 
a single paper, before the Geological Section of the British Association, 
held a.t Glasgow in September 1855. So considerable have been the addi
tions, however, that the one paper has swelled into two lectures. Most of 
the added matter was at first thrown into the form of notes; but it was 
found tbn.t, from their length and frequency, they would have embarrassed 
the printer, mayhap the reader also; and so most of the larger ones have 
been introduced into the text within brackets. 
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