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388 ON THE LESS ENOWN FOSSIL FLORAS

forests of algee. The prevailing plant was one furnished
with a long, smooth stem, which, though it threw off, in the
alternate order, numerous branches at least half as stout as
itself, preserved its thickness for considerable distances with-
out diminution,—a common fucoidal characteristic. @~ 'We
find its remains mixed in the rock, though sparingly, with
those of a rough-edged plant, knobbed somewhat like the
thong-like receptacles of Himanthalia lorea, which also threw
off branches like the other, but diminished more rapidly. A
greatly more minute vegetable organism of the same beds,
characterized by its bifid partings, which strike off at angles
of about sixty, somewhat resembles the small-fronded variety
of Dictyota dichotoma, save that the slim terminations of the
frond are usually bent into little hooks, like the tendrils of
the pea just as their points begin to turn.  Another rather
rare plant of the period, existing as a broad, irregularly-cleft
frond, somewhat resembling that of a modern Cutleria or

Fig. 119,

FUCOOIDS.

Nitophyllum, betrays at once, in its outline and general ap-
pearance, its marine origin; as does also an equally rare
contemporary, which, judging from its appearance, seems to
have been a true fucus. It exists in the rock as if simply
drawn in Indian ink ; for it exhibits no structure, though,
as in some of the ferns of the Coal Measures, 19:119.1: were
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