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recently in a neighbouring locnlity (the Airdrie coal-fielci), 
though in but a.n indifferent state of keeping, what seems to 
be a new and very peculiar fern. It presents at fi~t sight 
more the appearance of a Cycaclaceous frond than any other 
vegetable organism of the Carboniferous age whicl1 I'hnve 
yet seen. From a mid stem there proceed at right angles, 
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and in alternate order, a series of sessile, lanceolate, acute 
I 

leaflets, nearly two inches in length by about an eighth part 
of an incl1 in breadth, and about three lines a.part. Each is 
furnished with a slender midrib; and, what seems a singu
lar, though not entirely unique, feature in a fern, their edges 
are densely hirs\lte, and bristle with thick, short hair, nearly 
as stiff as prickles. The venation is not distinctly preserved ; 
but enough remains to show that it must l1ave been peculhlr, 
-appa1·ently radiating outwards from a series of centres 
ranged along the midrib. Nay, the apparent hairs seem to 
lJe but prolongations of the nerves carried beyond the c~es 
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