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bed-clothes very thin, —she could hear weighty footsteps
traversing the streets till near morning, when the house-
door opened, and in came Jamie, with a tottering, unequal
step, and disturbed the whole family by stumbling over a
stool into his wife’s washing-tub. Besides, she had next
day overheard his wife rating him for staying out to so un-
timeous an hour, and his remark, in reply, that she would
do well to keep quiet, unless she wished to see him hanged.
This was the Sort of clue the affair required; and, in fol-
lowing it up, the unlucky nailer was apprehended and ex-
amined ; but it was found that, through a singular lapse of
memory, he had forgotten every circumstance connected
with the night in question, except that he had been in the
‘very best company, and one of the happiest men in the
world.

Jamie Banks was decidedly the most eccentric man of
his day, in at least one parish, — full of small wit and
small roguery, and famous for a faculty of invention fertile
enough to have served a poet. On one occasion, when the
gill of whiskey had risen to three halfpence in Cromarty,
and could still be bought for a penny in Avoch, he.had
prevailed on a party of his acquaintance to accompany him
to the latter place, that they might drink themselves rich
on the strength of the old proverb; and as they actually
effected a saving of two shillings in spending six, it was
clear, he said, that, had not their money failed them, they
would have made fortunes apiece. Alas for the littleness
of that great passion, the love of fame! I have ob-
served that the tradespeople among whom one meets with
most instances of eccentricity, are those whose shops, being
places of genéral resort, furnish them with space enough
-on which to achieve a humble notoriety, by rendering
themselves unlike everybody else. To secure to Jamie
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