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280 TALES AND SKETCHES.

sided, ill-conditioned boat which he had built, ag « the
Wilful Murder,” Kenneth came to be rega{'ded as a sort
of second “Spull the Wood,” —as a fashioner of rickety
tables, ill-fitted drawers, and chairs that, when sat upon,
creaked like badly-tuned organs; and the boys, who were
beginning to regard him as fair game, sometimes took the
liberty of asking him whether he, too, was not going to
build a boat? Such, in short, were his deficiencies as a
mechanie, that in the third year of his apprenticeship his
master advised his father to take him home with him and
set him to the plough; an advice, however, on which the
farmer, warned by his previous experience, sturdily refused
to act.

It was remarked that Kenneth acquired more in the last
year of his apprenticeship than in all the others. His skill
as 2 workman still ranked a little below the average abil-
ity ; but then it was only a little below it. He seemed,
too, to enjoy more, and become less bashful and awkward.
His master on one occasion took him aboard a vessel in the
harbor to repair some injury which her bulwarks had sus-’
tained in a stormj; and Kenneth, for the first time in his
life, was introduced to the mariner’s compass. The master,
in after days, when his apprentice had become a great man,
used to relate the circumstance with much complacency,
and compare him, as he bent over the instrument in
wonder and admiration, to a negro of the Kanga tribe
worshipping the elephant’s tooth, On the close of his ap-
prenticeship he left this part of the country for London,
accompanied by his master’s eldest son, a lad of rather
thoughtless disposition, but, like his father, a' first-rate
workman.

Kenneth soon began to experience the straits and hard-
ships of the inferior mechanic. His companion found little
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