http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1871-Miller-Tales/README.htm
TIHE SCOTCH MERCHANT. 305

worth and beauty, Miss Margaret Russell, a native of
Morayshire, She was the daughter of Mr. Russell of
Earlsmill, chamberlain to the Earl of Moray.

I shall indulge, with leave of the reader, in a brief view
of the sociecy to which Mr. Forsyth introduced his young
wife. The feudal superior of the town, and proprictor of
the neighboring lands, formed, of course, its natural and
proper head. But the proprietor of this period, a Captain
William Urqubart of Meldram, had thrown himself so
fairly beyond its pale, that on his own estate, and in his
own village, there were none to court favor or friendship
at his hands. He was a gentleman of good family, and had
done gallant service to the Spaniards of South America
against the buccaneers. He was, however, a stanch Catho-
lic, and he had joined issue with the townspeople, headed
by Mr. Forsyth, in a vexatious and expensive lawsuit, in
which he had contended, as patron of the parish, for the
privilege of presenting them with a useless, time-serving
clergyman, a friend of his own. And so it was, that the
zealy so characteristic at the time of the people of Scotland,
— a zeal for religion and the interests of the kirk,—had
more than necutralized in the minds of the townspeoplg
their scarcely less characteristic feelings of respect for the
laird. His place, therefore, in the society of the town was
occupied by persons of somewhat less influence than him-
self. There was a little circle of gentility in i, rich in
blood but poor in fortune, which furnished a sort of repos-
ing place for the old prejudices of the people in”favor of
high descent, of ladies who were “real ladies,” and gentle-
men with coats of arms. .Wkenever there was aught to
be done or resisted, however, the whole looked up to Mr.
Forsyth as their man of thought and action.
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