
35.4 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

nilerous, or true Coal-measure period, because it is of much more

recent date, and because it has not been subjected to the same

internal heat, accompanied by the same pressure of superincumbent
strata, which produced the older coal-beds of the Primary epoch.

The lzrnites, which we find in the Miocene, as in the Eocene

period, constitute, however, a combustible which is worked and

Fig. i7.-Lupea pelagica.

utilised in many countries, especially in Germany, where it is made

in many places to serve in place of coal. These beds sometimes

attain a thickness of above twenty yards, but in the environs of Paris

they form beds of a few inches only, which alternate with clays and

sands. We cannot doubt that lignites, like true coal, are the remains

of the buried forests of an ancient world; in fact, the substance of

the woods of our forests, often in a state perfectly recognisable, is

frequently found in the lignite beds; and the studies of modern

botanists have demonstrated, that the species of which the lignites
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