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470 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

upon organisation. We consider the human race as having appeared
for the first time (the mode of his creation being veiled in Divine
mystery, eternally impenetrable to us) in the rich plains of Asia, on
the smiling banks of the Euphrates, as the traditions of the most
ancient races teach us. It i1s there, where Nature is so rich and
vigorous, in the brilliant climate and under the radiant sky of Asia,
in the shade of its luxuriant masses of - verdure and its mild and per-
fumed atmosphere, that man loves to represent to himself the father
of his race as issuing from the hand of his Creator.

We are, it will be seen, far from sharing the opinion ot those
naturalists who represent man, at the beginning of the existence of
his species, as a sort of ape, of hideous face, degraded mien, and
covered with hair, inhabiting caves like the bears and lions, and par-
ticipating in the brutal instincts of those savage animals.* There
is no doubt that early man passed through a period in which he
had to contend for his existence with ferocious beasts, and to live in
a primitive state in the woods or savannahs, where Providence had
placed him. But this period of probation came to an end, and man,
an eminently social being, by combining in groups, animated by the
same interests and the same desires, soon found means to intimidate
the animals, to triumph over the elements, to protect himself from
the innumerable perils which surrounded him, and to subdue to his
rule the other inhabitants of the earth. “ The first men,” says
Buffon, ‘witnesses of the convulsive movements of the earth, still
recent and frequent, having only the mountains for refuge from the
inundations ; and often driven from this asylum by volcanoes and
earthquakes, which trembled under their feet; uneducated, naked,
andexposed to the elements, victims to the fury of ferocious animals,
whose prey they were certain to become ; impressed also with a
common sentiment of gloomy terror, and urged by necessity, would
they not unite, first, to defend themselves by numbers, and then to
assist each other by working in concert, to make habitations and
arms? They began by shaping into the forms of hatchets these hard
flints, the Jade, and other stones, which were supposed to have been

* It is told of a former distinguished and witty member of the Geological
Society that, having obtained possession of the rooms on a certain day, when
there was to be a general meeting, he decorated its walls with a series of cartoons,
in which the parts of the members were strangely reversed. In ome cartoon
Ichthyosauri and Plesiosauri were occupied with the skeleton of Homo sapiens ;
in another, a party of Crustaceans were occupied with a cranium suspiciously
like the same species ; while in a third, a party of Pterichthys were about to dine
on a biped with a suspicious resemblance to a certain well-conditioned F.G.S. of
the day. . :
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