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1v PREFACE.

matters of individual opinion, and especially those on which
M. Figuier bases his speculations, have been left in their
original form, in preference to making modifications which
would wholly change the character of the book. In a work
whose purpose is to give the general reader a summarised
account of the results at which science has arrived, and of the
method of reasoning regarding the facts on which these
generalisations rest, it would be out of place, as well as
ineffective, to obscure general statements with those limi-
tations which caution imposes on the scientific investigator.

In the original work the Author had naturally enough
drawn most of his facts from French localities; in the
translation these are mostly preserved, but others drawn
from British Geology have been added, either from the trans-
lator's own knowledge, or from the works of well-known
British writers. It was considered desirable, for similar
reasons, to enlarge upon the opinions of British geologists,
to whom the French work scarcely does justice, considering
the extent to which the science is indebted to them for its
elucidation.

In the original work the chapter on Eruptive Rocks
comes at the end of the work, but, as the work proceeded,
S0 many unexplained allusions to that chapter were found
that it seemed more logical, and more in accordance with
chronological order, if the expression may be used, to place
that chapter at the beginning.
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