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composition to make their influence apparent. Each

column is hollowed out for almost its entire length on the

exposed side into a trough 4 to 6 inches deep and 6 to S

inches broad. As they lean against the wall, beneath the

new pillars which have supplanted them, they suggest some

rude form of canoe rather than portions of a sepulchral

monument.

Where concretions are of a pyritous kind their decom

position gives rise to sulphuric acid, some of which com

bines with the iron and gives rise to dark stains upon the

corroded surface of the stone. Some of the sandstones of

the district, full of such impurities, ought never to be em

ployed for architectural purposes. Every block of stone in

which they occur should be unhesitatingly condemned.

Want of attention to this obvious rule has led to the

unsightly disfigurement of public buildings.

III. GRANITES.-In Professor Pfaff's experiments, to

which I have already referred, he employed plates of

syenite and granite, both rough and polished. He found

that they had all lost slightly in weight at the end of a

year. The annual rate of loss was estimated by him as

equal to 0-007 6 mm. from the unpolished, and 00o35 from

the polished granite. That a polished surface of granite

should weather more rapidly than a rough one is perhaps

hardly what might have been expecte.d. The same observer

remarks that though the polished surface of syenite was

still bright at the end of not more than three years, it was

less so than at first; and, in particular, that some figures

indicating the date, which he had written on it with a

diamond, had become entirely effaced. Granite has been

employed for too short a time as a monumental stone in

our cemeteries to afford any ready means of measuring

even approximately its rate of. weathering. Traces, of
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