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up in the variety, amount, and value of its detail, what it

lacks in the freshness of first glimpses into new lands.

With no other science has geography become more

intimately connected than with geology, and the connec

tion is assuredly destined to become yet deeper and closer.

These two brandies of human knowledge are, to use

Hakluyt's phrase,
" the sunne and moone, the right eye

and the left," of all fruitful inquiry into the character and

history of the earth's surface. As it is impossible to

understand the genius and temperament of a people, its

laws and institutions, its manners and customs, its buildings

and its industries, unless we trace back the history of that

people, and mark the rise and effect of each varied influ

ence by which its progress has been moulded in past

generations; so it is clear that our knowledge of the

aspect of a continent, its mountains and valleys, rivers and

plains, and all its surface-features, cannot be other than

singularly feeble and imperfect, unless we realise what has

been the origin of these features. The land has had a

history, not less than the human races that inhabit it.

One can hardly consider attentively the future progress

of geography without being convinced that in the wide

development yet in store for this branch of human

inquiry, one of its main lines of advance must be in the

direction of what may be termed geograph:cal evolution.

The geographer will no longer be content to take conti

nents and islands, mountain chains and river valleys, table

lands and plains, as initial or aboriginal outlines of the

earth's surface. He will insist on knowing what the geolo

gist can tell him regarding the growth of these outlines.

He will try to trace out the gradual evolution of a conti

nent, and may even construct maps to show its successive

s.ages of development. At the same time, he will 'seek
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