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primeval human population of Britain. Among the records

of its presence there have been supposed to be traces of an

earlier race of hunters of a low order, furnished with the

rudest possible stone implements; and a later people, who,

out of the bones of the animals they captured, supplied

themselves with deftly-made, and even artistically-decorated

weapons. All that seems safely deducible from the evi

dence, however, may be summed up in saying that the

pala'olitIzic men, or men of the older stone period, who

hunted over the plains, and shed in the rivers, and lived

in the caves of this country, have left behind them imple

ments, rude indeed, but no doubt quite suitable for their

purpose; and likewise other weapons and tools of a more

finished kind, which bear a close relationship to the imple

ments still in use among the modern Eskimos. It has been

suggested that the Eskimos are their direct descendants,

driven into the inhospitable north by the pressure of more

warlike races.

The rude hunter and dweller in caves passed away

before the advent of the farmer and herdsman of the Eco

lit/ac or later stone period. We know much more of him

than of his predecessors. He was short of stature, with an

oblong head, and probably a dark skin and dark curly hair.

His implements of stone were often artistically fashioned

and polished. Though still a hunter and fisher, he knew

also how to farm. He had flocks and herds of domestic

animals; he was acquainted with the arts of spinning and

weaving, could make a rude kind of pottery, and excavate

holes and subterranean galleries in the chalk for the extrac

tion of flints for his weapons and tools. That he had some

notion of a future state may be inferred from arrow-heads,

pottery, and implements of various kinds which are found

in his graves, evidently, placed there for the use of the
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