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same obstacle to free intercourse which it now does, and
Neolithic man may have readily traversed it in his light
coracle of skins. Be this as it may, there can be no doubt
that the old Basque or Iberian stock had for many ages
inhabited Britain before the succeeding wave of human
migration advanced to overflow and efface it. The next
invaders—the first advance-guard of the great Aryan family
—were Celts, whose descendants still form a considerable
part of the population of the DBritish Isles. The Celt
differed in many respects from the small swarthy Iberian
whom he supplanted. He was tall, round-headed, and fair-
skinned, with red or brown hair. Endowed with greater
bodily strength and pugnacity, he drove before him the
older smaller race of short oblong-headed men, gradually
extirpating them, or leaving here and there, in less attractive
pertions of the country, small island-like remnants of them
which insensibly mingled with their conquerors, though,
as I have already remarked, traces of these remnants are
perhaps partially recognisable in the characteristic Iberian-
like lineaments of some districts of the country even at the
present day.

The -Celts, as we now find them in Britain, belong to
two distinct divisions of the race, the Irish or Gaelic, and
the Welsh or Cymric. Some difference of opinion has
arisen as to which of these branches appeared in the
country first. It seems to me that if the question is dis-
cussed on the evidence of geological analogy, the unques-
tionable priority should be assigned to the Gaels. ‘There
can be no doubt that the Celts came {rom the east. ‘T'hey
had already overspread Gaul and Belgium before they
invaded Britain. The tribe which is found on the most
northerly and westerly tracts should be the older, having
crossed, on its way, the regions lying to the east, while on
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