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the Welsh were effectually cut off from the Britons of
Cumbria and Strathclyde.  The latter have gradually
mingled with their Teutonic neighbours, though the names
of many a hill and river bear witness to their former sway.
The Welsh, on the other hand, driven into their hilly and
mountainous tracts of ancient Palaozoic rocks, have main-
tained their separate language and customs down to the
present day.

‘Turning now to the conflict between the Celtic and
Teutonic races in Scotland, we notice in how marked a
manner it was directed by the geological structure of the
country. The level Secondary formations which, under-
lying the plains, form so notable a feature in the scenery of
England, are almost wholly absent from Scotland. The
Paleeozoic rocks of the latter kingdom have been so
crumpled and broken, so invaded by intrusions of igneous
matter from below, and over two-thirds of the country
rendered so crystalline and massive, that they stand up for
the most part as high tablelands, deeply trenched by narrow
valleys. Only along the central counties between the base
of the Highlands on the one side and the southern uplands
on the other, where younger Palaozoic formations occur,
are there any considerable tracts of lowland, and even these
are everywhere interrupted by protrusions of igneous rock
forming minor groups of hills or isolated crags like those
that form so characteristic a feature in the landscapes
around Edinburgh. In old times dense forests and im-
penetrable morasses covered much of the land. A country
fashioned and clothed in this manner is much more suitable
for defence than for attack. The high mountainous interior
of the north, composed of the more ancient crystalline
rocks, which had sheltered the Caledonian tribes from the
well-ordered advance of the Roman legions, now equaily
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