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example of this kind of territory. The grouse-moors and

deer-forests of that region exist there not merely because

the proprietors of the land have so willed it, but because

over hundreds of square miles the ground itself could be

turned to no better use, for it can neither be tilled nor

pastured. Much patriotic nonsense has been written about

the enormity of retaining so much land as game preserves.

But in this, as in so many other matters, man must be

content to be the servant of Nature. He cannot plant

crops where she has appointed that they shall never grow ;

nor can he pasture flocks of sheep where she has decreed

that only the fox, the wild cat, and the eagle shall find a

home.

In the second place, the true pasture lands-that is,

the tracts which are too high or sterile for cultivation, but

which are not too rocky to refuse to yield, when their

heathy covering is burnt off, a sweet grassy herbage,

excellent for sheep and cattle-lie mainly on elevated areas

of non-crystalline Palceozoic rocks. The long range of

pastoral uplands in the South of Scotland, and the fells of

Cumberland, Northumberland, and Yorkshire, are good

examples. These lonely wilds might be grouped into

districts each marked off by certain distinctive types of

geological structure, and consequently of scenery. And it

might, for aught I know, be possible to show that these

distinctions have not been without their influence upon the

generations of shepherds who have spent their solitary lives

among them; that in character, legends, superstitions, song,

the peasants of Lammermuir might be distinguished from

those of Liddesdal, and both from those of Cuiberland

and Yorkshire-the distinction, subtle perhaps and hardly

definable, pointing more or less clearly to the contrasts

between their respective surroundings.
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